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Fifty-three pages are devoted by Dr. Rupprecht to his interpre- 
tation of Songs and Koheleth. The books of Chronicles and Esther 
he treats as trustworthy history (p. 426). 

In the second portion of his work he discusses general introduction, 
giving a brief sketch of the history of the canon and text, but depend- 
ing almost wholly for his information upon the notes taken in 
Delitzsch's class-room in 1856 (p. 472). Accordingly his treatment of 
both subjects is of only secondary value — indeed, is too brief to be of 
any special help to the student ; and, unfortunately, in the bibliog- 
raphy of Zahn, at the close of the volume, no works on the subjects 
of canon and text are recommended. 

The general form and make-up of the work, however, are good. 
The author's style is somewhat antique, yet pleasant and easy to read, 
excepting an occasional sentence 164 or 115 words in length (cf. pp. 
136-8). There are few mistakes in orthography, aside from foreign 
proper names. The chief weakness of the book lies in the author's 
almost total dependence upon others, and his prejudice against all that 
is new. But perhaps this is to be condoned in a pastor who is over 
sixty years of age. Certainly, to those who are not wholly satisfied 
with the teachings and theories of the Wellhausen school Dr. Rupprecht's 
work will be not altogether an unwelcome resurrection of the tradi- 
tional views. 

George L. Robinson. 

McCormick Theological Seminary, 
Chicago, 111. 



Jesaja und seine Zeit, dargestellt von J. Meinhold, a. o. Pro- 
fessor der Theologie in Bonn. Freiburg i. B. : J. C. B. 
Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1898. Pp. iii + 46. M. 1. 

Die Jesajaerzahlungen, Jesaja 36-39. Eine historisch-kritische 
Untersuchung. Von Lie. J. Meinhold, a. o. Professor der 
Theologie in Bonn. Gottingen : Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 
1898. Pp. iv+ 104. M. 3. 

These two contributions to the study of Isaiah offer some new and 
attractive material for the elucidation of the prophet's life and writings. 
The former is a popular lecture clearly and thoroughly presenting 
the historical conditions in which Isaiah's work was done and the 
development of his thought in these conditions. According to Mein- 
hold, Isaiah was from the first a prophet of Yahweh's judgment, like 
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Amos and Hosea. But he rejects the current hypothesis, for which 
Hackmann stands, that denies to Isaiah any final prospect of Judah's 
deliverance, any Messianic hope. Indeed, that view sustains itself 
only by the denial of the Isaianic authorship of the oracles of comfort 
— which is too simple and easy a method of argument. Meinhold 
finds three changes in the attitude of Isaiah : (i) in his endeavor to 
save Judah by appealing to Ahaz and the court; (2) in his return to 
the preaching of judgment without mercy owing to Judah's obduracy 
in Sargon's time ; (3) in his oracles of deliverance uttered at the time 
of Sennacherib's invasion. Meinhold would break the force of Hack- 
mann's arguments from Isa., chaps. 28-32, by dating these chapters in the 
Sargon period rather than in the time of Sennacherib. 

In his second pamphlet he subjects the parallel passages, Isa., chaps. 
36-39, and 2 Kings, chaps. 18-20, to a very careful analysis. He 
furnishes a revised text, critical notes, and an extended discussion of 
each section, including the Assyrian account of the Sennacherib cam- 
paign. His results may be summarized as follows : Isa., chaps. 38 and 
39, belong together and were written previous to the final redaction of 
Kings. They form a prophetic wonder-story of Isaiah. Isa. 37 : 9A-36 
is the work of the final redactor, and is largely legend. As Mein- 
hold regards this redaction as belonging to the late exile, he points 
out that the oracles assigned to Isaiah in this passage are evidence of 
what Isaiah was at this time believed to have taught. Hence he builds 
up an argument against the views of Hackmann and Cheyne referred 
to above. It is a clever piece of work. Isa. 36 : 2 — 37 : ga is from the 
hand of a deuteronomic writer, but earlier and more historical than 
the following narrative. He would regard these events as following 
those with which the Assyrian account closes. Isa. 36 : 1 with 2 Kings 
18: 14-16 is the parallel of the Assyrian account, and the most his- 
torical. 

Both these brochures illustrate the unsettled state of the criticism 

of the prophetical books. It is evident that many critics have gone 

too far, and their conclusions will not stand the test of more thorough 

examination. 

George Stephen Goodspeed. 
The University of Chicago. 



